Preface: Programme Committee Co-Chairs
This year we received 571 valid long paper submissions and 369 short paper submissions. 19% of the long papers and 20% of the short papers were accepted. As usual, some are presented orally and some as posters. Taking unigram counts from accepted long paper titles, and ignoring function words, the most popular word were: entity 5 evaluation 5 hierarchical 5 information 5 joint 5 syntactic 5 topic 5 discriminative 6 lexical 6 statistical 6 chinese 7 dependency 7 machine 8 modeling 8 models 8 language 10 word 10 parsing 11 model 12 learning 14 translation 15 Some areas have grown over time and some have diminished. The most popular area for submissions (as expected) was Machine Translation. We promoted Social Media as a new area.
Twenty nine Area Chairs worked with 665 reviewers, producing 1830 long paper reviews and 1187 short paper reviews. Everything ran to a tight schedule and there were no slippages. This would not have been possible without our wonderful and diligent Area Chairs and Reviewers. Thanks! We are delighted to have two keynote speakers, both of whom are very well known to the language community: Aravind Joshi and Mark Johnson. They will give coordinated talks addressing the 50th ACL anniversary: "Remembrance of ACLs past" and "Computational linguistics: Where do we go from here?" The ACL Lifetime Achievement Award will be announced on the last day of the conference. 
